
REPRESENTING THE INTERESTS OF ABORIGINAL AND  
TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER CATHOLIC SCHOOL PARENTS AND CARERS 
REPRESENTATION – SUPPORT – RESOURCES

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Parent Committee is a state level committee that meets once 
a term to discuss issues of importance for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander parents and carers 
with children in Catholic schools, and seeks to give a voice to their interests in state and national level 
decision-making affecting Catholic schools.
The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Committee is part of the Council of Catholic School Parents 
NSW/ACT. The committee was established in December 2003 to provide meaningful Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander parent representation at a state level. This unique group aims to build home, school 
and community partnerships by providing valuable information, advocating for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander parents, and developing resources. Parent representatives are supported by an  
executive officer employed by their diocese.

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT 
ISLANDER COMMITTEE
COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
PARENTS NSW/ACT

CONTACT US:

www.ccsp.catholic.edu.au 

office@ccsp.catholic.edu.au

02 9287 1514

@cathschoolparents



For over 25 years, CCSP has been the voice of Catholic
school parents/carers in decision-making within and 
beyond the NSW/ACT Catholic education sector

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR PARENT TALK NEWSLETTER
8 issues per year

Help your parent/carer community keep informed about
the latest developments in education, wellbeing, CCSP

advocacy initiatives and significant Catholic news
and events by encouraging them to subscribe

to our Parent Talk newsletter
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We want to ensure that:

Every Catholic school in NSW/ACT
has a parent body

We are a strong and independent 
voice across all our dioceses

We deliver high quality professional
learning and resources

We support teachers to engage with 
Catholic school parents and carers
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CCSP publishes resources for
families and schools including our
regular newsletter, Parent Talk. 
On our website, you can also find
our media releases and 
submissions, research papers,
educational tips, activities and fact
sheets. As a valued and trusted
source of expertise, we support a 
wide range of stakeholders.
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Provide leadership, advocacy and

support for parents and carers of children 
in NSW/ACT Catholic schools.
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Inspire and enable parents and carers to

build communities of faith and hope.

What does your affiliation
with CCSP cost your

diocese?

It’s just $1.85

per student

per year!

 A parent and an alternate parent representative 
from each of the 11 NSW/ACT diocesan parent 
bodies/groups (22)

 A parent and an alternate parent representative 
from the Congregational School Group (2)

 An Executive Officer from each diocese and the 
Congregational School group (12)

 The Chair (or their nominee) of the Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Parent Committee (1)

EDUCATION AND LEARNING
FOR PARENTS AND CARERS
We organise webinars and other events for
parents and carers to attend on a wide range
of current topics of interest to them regarding
their child, such as cybersafety, vaping,
mental health and wellbeing, school refusal
and more.

WHAT DOES IT COST?
WHO’S ON THE COUNCIL?

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR FREE PARENT TALK NEWSLETTER
Help your parent/carer community keep informed about the latest developments 
in education, wellbeing, CCSP advocacy initiatives and significant Catholic news 

and events by encouraging them to subscribe to our Parent Talk newsletter

REPRESENTATION
Membership of the committee is for 
a two-year term. Members come from 
each of the eleven Catholic dioceses 
(regions) across NSW/ACT and the 
group of Independent Catholic 
schools. Please contact CCSP to get in 
touch with your parent representative 
or to get involved!

SUPPORT 
The Committee provides support to 
schools, diocesan parent associations 
and diocesan Catholic education 
offices through the provision of 
information, professional learning 
opportunities, advice and  resources 
to build and sustain effective home, 
school and community partnerships. 
The Committee also supports the 
development of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander parent and carer 
leaders. 

RESOURCES
The Committee develops resources 
for families and schools to support 
Aboriginal children including Kids 
+ School flyers to help with student
attendance, the Choosing a Catholic 
School for Your Child booklet, which 
can be used in enrolment packages, 
displayed in front offices and 
provided to school services 

and other community 
organisations to 
support Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait 
Islander families, and 
Acknowledgement of 
Country resources. 

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER COMMITTEE

MISSING SCHOOL MATTERS AND EVERY DAY COUNTS!

HOW SCHOOLS CAN HELP ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT 

ISLANDER FAMILIES WITH SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
KIDS + SCHOOL

AT T E N D A N C E  •  PA R T I C I PAT I O N  •  B E LO N G I N G

MEET OUR 2025 ABORIGINAL AND  
TORRES STRAIT ISLAND COMMITTEE 
PARENT REPRESENTATIVES!

NAME DIOCESE
Congregational Schools

Jason Allan (Chair) Armidale

Kirilee Newcombe 
Hubber

Bathurst

Broken Bay
Sharee Thomas Canberra and Goulburn

Kelly Rynkowski Lismore

James Haynes Maitland-Newcastle

Cassandra Ebsworth Parramatta

Sydney

Wagga Wagga

Wilcannia-Forbes
Danielle Grados Wollongong

Margaret Stewart


